Page | 5

July 29, 2017
Victory Everlasting Gospel Church

The title of today’s sermon is: “Why is God on Trial?”
Let us pray…
God … on trial? How could that be? He is God … He is and has always been the eternal, Almighty God. Who could place Him on trial? Surely if that were to happen, it would have to be one greater than God, but there is no such being. Well who then? Surely it cannot be one of his created beings. What could possibly be the charges and who would impugn God’s character? Who is the accuser? Why was there ever rebellion to begin with?
That’s a lot of questions and maybe we need to do a little backtracking here. What is it that we know for sure? We know that God created multiplied millions, perhaps billions of angels, but there was one in particular that was created with beauty and superior intellect, and was given a most responsible and exalted position of authority. He was seated on a throne to the left hand of God the Father. Let’s read about this account from Early Writings 145.1
“Satan was once an honored angel in heaven, next to Christ. His countenance, like those of the other angels, was mild and expressive of happiness. His forehead was high and broad, showing great intelligence. His form was perfect; his bearing noble and majestic. But when God said to His Son, "Let us make man in our image," Satan was jealous of Jesus. He wished to be consulted concerning the formation of man, and because he was not, he was filled with envy, jealousy, and hatred. He desired to receive the highest honors in heaven next to God.”  {EW 145.1}
One of the most outstanding characteristics of God’s created intelligent beings is the fact that they have a free will to choose. God forces the will of no angel and no human. They are free to choose obedience or rebellion. Lucifer allowed his brilliance and high ranking to cloud his judgment. This is a danger in the most intelligent of humans as well, they have a tendency to make an idol of their own intellects.
Going on EW 145.2, “Until this time all heaven had been in order, harmony, and perfect subjection to the government of God.”  So this created angel Lucifer, who was perfect in all his ways, feels slighted and becomes jealous of Jesus. Never before were emotions such as these, envy, jealousy, and hatred, experienced by any created being. Continuing on, “It was the highest sin to rebel against His order and will. All heaven seemed in commotion. The angels were marshaled in companies, each division with a higher commanding angel at its head. Satan, ambitious to exalt himself, and unwilling to submit to the authority of Jesus, was insinuating against the government of God. Some of the angels sympathized with Satan in his rebellion, and others strongly contended for the honor and wisdom of God in giving authority to His Son. There was contention among the angels. Satan and his sympathizers were striving to reform the government of God. They wished to look into His unsearchable wisdom, and ascertain His purpose in exalting Jesus and endowing Him with such unlimited power and command. They rebelled against the authority of the Son. All the heavenly host were summoned to appear before the Father to have each case decided. It was there determined that Satan should be expelled from heaven, with all the angels who had joined him in the rebellion. Then there was war in heaven. Angels were engaged in the battle; Satan wished to conquer the Son of God and those who were submissive to His will. But the good and true angels prevailed, and Satan, with his followers, was driven from heaven.”  {EW 145.2}

God’s government in the entire universe is under a system of laws which maintain a strict order. Colossians 1:16, 17 “For by him (Christ) were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.”  Can you imagine that this now fallen angel, who owed his very existence to the Creator Jesus, was in rebellion against the Father, because of His preference to His Son in matters that were to be exclusive and secret only to the Father and the Son alone. Jesus was the object of the charges that Lucifer leveled against the Father.
{SR 18.1} “All the heavenly host were summoned to appear before the Father, to have each case determined. Satan unblushingly made known his dissatisfaction that Christ should be preferred before Him. He stood up proudly and urged that he should be equal with God and should be taken into conference with the Father and understand His purposes. God informed Satan, that to His Son alone He would reveal His secret purposes, and He required all the family in heaven, even Satan, to yield Him implicit, unquestioned obedience; but that he (Satan) had proved himself unworthy of a place in heaven. Then Satan exultingly pointed to his sympathizers, comprising nearly one half of all the angels, and exclaimed, "These are with me! Will you expel these also, and make such a void in heaven?" He then declared that he was prepared to resist the authority of Christ and to defend his place in heaven by force of might, strength against strength.” {SR 18.1} 

Part of the profound statement that Simeon made to Mary when blessing the baby Jesus is found in Luke 2:35 "… that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed." God knows the innermost thoughts of all His created beings, and there is nothing that they can think or plan that He is not aware of. So what has the arch-rebel and his followers charged God with?

The testimony of Jesus in DA 57.1 says the following, and take note that with his charges against God, he has literally put God on trial before the universe. DA 57.1 says, “In the light of the Saviour's life, the hearts of all, even from the Creator to the prince of darkness, are revealed. Satan has represented God as selfish and oppressive, as claiming all, and giving nothing, as requiring the service of His creatures for His own glory, and making no sacrifice for their good.” 
{5T 502.2} “In his first display of disaffection Satan was very cunning. All he claimed was that he wanted to bring in a better order of things, to make great improvements.” {5T 502.2}
{GC 499.2} “To the very close of the controversy in heaven the great usurper continued to justify himself. When it was announced that with all his sympathizers he must be expelled from the abodes of bliss, then the rebel leader boldly avowed his contempt for the Creator's law. He reiterated his claim that angels needed no control, but should be left to follow their own will, which would ever guide them right. He denounced the divine statutes as a restriction of their liberty and declared that it was his purpose to secure the abolition of law; that, freed from this restraint, the hosts of heaven might enter upon a more exalted, more glorious state of existence.”  {GC 499.2} Doesn’t that sound like the declarations of many today?
Continuing, “With one accord, Satan and his host threw the blame of their rebellion wholly upon Christ, declaring that if they had not been reproved, they would never have rebelled. Thus stubborn and defiant in their disloyalty, seeking vainly to overthrow the government of God, yet blasphemously claiming to be themselves the innocent victims of oppressive power, the archrebel and all his sympathizers were at last banished from heaven.”  {GC 499.3}
     Going on, {GC 500.1} “The same spirit that prompted rebellion in heaven still inspires rebellion on earth. Satan has continued with men the same policy which he pursued with the angels. His spirit now reigns in the children of disobedience. Like him they seek to break down the restraints of the law of God and promise men liberty through transgression of its precepts. Reproof of sin still arouses the spirit of hatred and resistance. When God's messages of warning are brought home to the conscience, Satan leads men to justify themselves and to seek the sympathy of others in their course of sin. Instead of correcting their errors, they excite indignation against the reprover, as if he were the sole cause of difficulty. From the days of righteous Abel to our own time such is the spirit which has been displayed toward those who dare to condemn sin.  {GC 500.1}
     By the same misrepresentation of the character of God as he had practiced in heaven, causing Him to be regarded as severe and tyrannical, Satan induced man to sin. And having succeeded thus far, he declared that God's unjust restrictions had led to man's fall, as they had led to his own rebellion.”  {GC 500.2}
So here we have read and heard Satan’s charges against God:

1. God is selfish and oppressive; 

2. God is claiming all, and giving nothing; 

3. God requires the service of His creatures for His own glory and making no sacrifice for their good;

4. The Creator's law is contemptible;

5. The Divine statutes are a restriction of liberty;

6. God is severe and tyrannical;

7. God has unjust restrictions.

All the universe is aware of these charges and for that reason, God is on trial. With His character so maligned, God has chosen that fallen man in this final generation of planet earth, will bring Him vindication.

Are you living your life in such a way that it brings glory to God … or it doesn’t? Do you reflect the image of Christ fully … or you don’t? Do people see that you have all the fruit of the Spirit and that you are a joy to be around … or you are not?  Are you filled with the love of God … or is your attitude one that reacts negatively to things you are so easily displeased with? Are you fully on the Lord’s side … or only partially? Are the words that flow from your lips the words you would want to be said in God’s presence, because all of them are you know, even your thoughts are no secret to Omnipresence.
The time of trouble as has never been is just about upon us, which means our time of preparation is nearing an end. Can He trust you?


This is what it shall be with the last generation on earth, the generation we are now in. Through them God’s final demonstration of what He can do with humanity will be given. He will take the weakest of the weak, those that bear the sins of their forefathers, and in them show the power of God. They will be subjected to every temptation, but they will not yield. They will demonstrate before the universe that it is possible to live without sin - the very demonstration for which the world has been looking and for which God has been preparing. It will become evident to all that the gospel really can save to the uttermost.


It is in this, the last generation of mankind living on the earth, that God’s power unto sanctification will stand fully revealed. The demonstration of that power is God’s vindication. It clears Him of any and all charges that Satan has placed against Him. Through this victorious remnant God will be vindicated and Satan fully and finally defeated; not by one or two, but by a whole group of 144,000 who reflect the image of God fully and have the Father’s name in their foreheads. They won’t be the strong or the mighty, the honored or the rich, the wise or the learned, no they will be the common ordinary people whom God will take and show the universe that His law can be kept by the weakest of men under the most trying and discouraging circumstances.


God permits Satan in this final generation to try His people to the utmost. They will be threatened, tortured and persecuted. They will stand face to face with death in the issuance of the decree to worship the beast and his image; but they will not yield. They would rather die than sin.


God removes His Spirit from the earth and Satan has a greater measure of control than he has ever had before. Following the close of probation for the world, in the great time of trouble, Satan may not kill God’s people, which will be his only limitation, just as it was with Job, however knowing what is at stake, he will move against God’s people with every permission he has been given. 


To make the demonstration complete, God hides Himself, the sanctuary is closed, and the saints cry to God day and night for deliverance; but He appears not to hear. Those chosen one’s are in the time of Jacob’s trouble and are passing through the Gethsemane experience, while having a taste of what Christ endured on the cross. It is as if they are fighting their battles alone, living in the sight of a Holy God without an intercessor.


But they are the object of God’s love and holy angels continue to protect them. He not only provides them with food and shelter from their enemies, he also supplies them with grace and power for holy living.


In that time Satan will seduce and he can threaten, but he can never compel. Today is no different than it has ever been or ever will be, so please listen when I say this: Satan has NO power to make any man sin. I will repeat that because I’m not sure you heard me. Satan has NO power now, has never had any power, nor will he ever have any power to make any man sin. Sin is an action of man’s own will. And when a Christian chooses to sin, he must silence the convicting power of the Holy Spirit before taking the leap into transgression. No one but the person themselves can make that choice. 


I read the following quote from the Spirit of Prophecy:


“Courage, fortitude, faith, and implicit trust in God's power to save do not come in a moment. These heavenly graces are acquired by the experience of years. By a life of holy endeavor and firm adherence to the right the children of God were sealing their destiny. Beset with temptations without number, they knew they must resist firmly or be conquered. They felt that they had a great work to do, and at any hour they might be called to lay off their armor; and should they come to the close of life with their work undone, it would be an eternal loss. They eagerly accepted the light from heaven, as did the first disciples from the lips of Jesus. When those early Christians were exiled to mountains and deserts, when left in dungeons to die with hunger, cold, and torture, when martyrdom seemed the only way out of their distress, they rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer for Christ, who was crucified for them. Their worthy example will be a comfort and encouragement to the people of God who will be brought into the time of trouble such as never was.  {5T 213.1}


1 Peter 4:12, 13 says, “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.”

The S.O.P. has blessed us with these following quotes and listen carefully as you may be at a perilous moment in your experience:


“God's children are always being tested in the furnace of affliction. If they endure the first trial, it is not necessary for them to pass through a similar ordeal the second time; but if they fail, the trial is brought to them again and again, each time being still more trying and severe. Thus opportunity after opportunity is placed before them of gaining the victory and proving themselves true to God. But if they continue to manifest rebellion, God is compelled at last to remove His Spirit and light from them.” (MS 69, 1912).  

     “Sorrow and trial must come to all, and is beautiful only as it works to polish, to sanctify, and refine the soul as a fit instrument to do service for the Lord.” (Letter 69, 1897).  


Brethren, as important as the salvation of souls is, the matter of greatest importance in the universe is the clearing of God’s name from the false accusations of Satan. The controversy is drawing to a close. God is preparing His people for the last great conflict. He is depending on us just as He depended on Job. I ask you this, is His confidence well placed in you? Can God trust you? Only a diet of daily Bible study and a constant attitude of prayer will keep you safe from the deceptions and temptations of the one who not only wants you to be lost, but he wants to make sure that you are not one of those who will bring vindication to God’s name.

In closing, the testimony of Jesus in DA 57 says the following, “In the light of the Saviour's life, the hearts of all, even from the Creator to the prince of darkness, are revealed. Satan has represented God as selfish and oppressive, as claiming all, and giving nothing, as requiring the service of His creatures for His own glory, and making no sacrifice for their good. But the gift of Christ reveals the Father's heart. It testifies that the thoughts of God toward us are "thoughts of peace, and not of evil." Jer. 29:11. It declares that while God's hatred of sin is as strong as death, His love for the sinner is stronger than death. Having undertaken our redemption, He will spare nothing, however dear, which is necessary to the completion of His work. No truth essential to our salvation is withheld, no miracle of mercy is neglected, no divine agency is left unemployed. Favor is heaped upon favor, gift upon gift. The whole treasury of heaven is open to those He seeks to save. Having collected the riches of the universe, and laid open the resources of infinite power, He gives them all into the hands of Christ, and says, All these are for man. Use these gifts to convince him that there is no love greater than Mine in earth or heaven. His greatest happiness will be found in loving Me.  {DA 57.1}

     At the cross of Calvary, love and selfishness stood face to face. Here was their crowning manifestation. Christ had lived only to comfort and bless, and in putting Him to death, Satan manifested the malignity of his hatred against God. He made it evident that the real purpose of his rebellion was to dethrone God, and to destroy Him through whom the love of God was shown.”  {DA 57.2}

I ask, would you be one of those who will bring vindication to God’s name? Whose are you really and do you even know? Can God really trust you?

Shall we pray…
